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l4s . Strawser:

Pursuant to your request of February 12, IgB2 of a non-governing opin'ion from

the Bureau of Land lianagernent, as tb tne status of valid existing rights of
tvro specific nrining claints' the records purpcrt the follow'ing information:

The lands of concern are located in T. 2 S., R. 4 E., Section 3 and lC, SLI'|'

Utafr, and comprise of l4ap'le No. 1, llaple No. 2, a.k.a. George No' l and George

No. 2, unpatented-mining clainrs (hereafter the clajms).

The quest-ion of pedus possessio of the said claims has been discussed amoung

members of this bffice, as well as, members of the State Sol'icitor's 0ffice'

To reflect the information available in BLl4 records to date' the course of
events are, thusj tn Rpril 1980, !vlr. Gene Gray located the said clajms. In

June 19g0, and in nrguit 1981, li'lr. George Clegg and tJestern Internat'ional
located the claims r6spectiveiy. And in .lanuiiy 1982, the claims wel-e'located
by yourself.

The ori gi na1 I ocator, l4r. Grey , to whom Western I nternat'ional conveyed 100ii of
their interest, faitea to fila an intent to Hold or Affidavit of Assessment

Work on or before December 30, 1981, as required by law. The original location
was properly declared abandoned and vojd by BLi'l decision effect'ive December 30'

1981, rendeijng the claims open for relocation as of December 30' 1981'
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It is the opin'ion that I'lr. Gray had
on ApriI 1980, untiI his clajm was

30, 1981, wh'ich then and onlY then
located between these dates possess
appropri ated.

Thjs decjs.ion however,'is still ava'ilable for appeal to IBLA, and should not
be considered final iudgentent.

pedus possessio from hjs date of location
declared abandoned and void as of December

open the claims for relocation- Any c'laims
no valid rights as lands were ajready



Ms. Stralser, it is the general concept that first in time, first in right.

After the lands were open to relocation the first valid locator gains pedus
possessio. Further; it must be realized that any action to gain clear title
rights is a matter of civil court dec'ision and decree, and it may be wished
that contact of legal assistance be made for proper advising and filing.

In answer to your second question of BLM mineral reports, better information
may be available by contacting Brent Clay of the Salt Lake District 0ffice,
telephone number 524-5348. P'lease feel free to contact this office if any
further assistance can be offered.
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